


It is well-known that the Jain tradition has been 
extremely influential in the development of 
Indian thought and culture. The Jain tradition 
teaches that there is an interdependence of 
perception, knowledge, and conduct unified by 
an axiomatic principle of non-violence in 
thought, speech, and action. In this way, 
non-violence defines the core of the Jain 
tradition, which has had a profound effect on 
other dharmic traditions originating in India. 
Jain Dharma is so significant that in some ways 
it may be incomplete to attempt to understand 
other Indian traditions (such as Buddhism or 
Hinduism) without knowing the basics of the 
Jain tradition, since these other traditions 
developed in an ongoing dialogue with the 
insights and wisdom of Jain respondents and 
visionaries.  

This book enables the reader to enjoy a 
comprehensive journey into the intricate world 
of Jain thought and culture in a way that is 
philosophical in its compelling rationality, 
deeply spiritual in its revelations, yet accessible 
in its language. The organization of this book 
allows the reader to engage in an overview of the 
central teachings of the Jain tradition, but also to 
ascertain the profundity of its depths. It can be 
read with equal efficacy in succession from 
beginning to end, or pursued by individual 
topics of interest to the reader. Either strategy 
will have the same effect: a systematic 
understanding of what the timeless teachings of 
Jain thinkers have to say about the universal 
issues of the human condition - and how we 
might understand our harmonious relationship 
with other living entities as a powerful and 
effective spiritual journey. 

 

  



AN INTRODUCTION TO JAIN PHY PHILOSOPHY 

By Parveen Jain 

PREVIEW 
Contents 

Table of Content 
 Foreword 
Prologue 
Preface 

Editor’s Note 
Endorsements 



An Introduction to

Jain Philosophy
Based on Writings and Discourses by

Ācārya Sushil Kumar

Parveen Jain

Foreword by Rita Sherma
Prologue by Jeffery D. Long
Edited by Cogen Bohanec



Copyright © 2019 by The Parveen and Neeraj Jain Endowment

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, 
recording, or any information storage or retrieval system, without prior written 
permission from the copyright owner.

The round Arhum Yoga symbol on the front cover was designed by Ācārya 
Sushil Kumar for the Siddhachalam Jain tīrtha in New Jersey and is a registered 
trademark of the International Mahavira Jain Mission (www.IMJM.org). 

ISBN: 978-1-7332236-0-7 (hardcover)

The Parveen and Neeraj Jain Endowment
2636 Gayley Place
San Jose, California 95135
PNJEndowment@gmail.com

D.K. Printworld (P) Ltd.
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Guru-Vandanā 314
Lord Śāntinātha Mantra 315
Simple Recitations for Meditation 316

  Glossary of Terms 317

  Bibliography  331

  Index 333



Foreword

While there are several excellent books on the topic of Jain Dharma, until the 
production of the current work there has been a scarcity of published voices 
from within the Jain tradition represented in both popular and academic 
presentations of this important tradition. However, the reader will be pleased 
to find that this is not only a work that articulates the broad vision of the Jain 
tradition in an approachable and profound way, but it represents two very 
important voices from within the tradition: the teachings of the venerable Jain 
saint, Ācārya Sushil Kumar, and Dr. Parveen Jain, who has been a stalwart 
leader in the North American Jain community for decades. 

As it stands, this important work is of immense value to anyone who has 
an interest in learning about the Jain tradition, from those whose knowledge 
of the tradition is sparse, to academics who are experts in the tradition and 
who will benefit from a systematic exploration of Jain teachings – and 
especially for those who belong to this powerful dhārmic tradition that has 
been so influential on Indian thought and culture. It is a rare quality for a 
book on a specific religious tradition to be simultaneously comprehensive 
in its scope and nuanced in delivering easy-to-apprehend profundity. This is 
a great achievement on the part of Dr. Jain, and an important contribution to 
the proliferation of this jewel amongst humanity’s aggregate wisdom. 
Jai Jinendra! 

Dr. Rita Sherma
Director of Mira and Ajay Shingal Center for Dharma Studies

Associate Professor of Dharma Studies and Core Doctoral Faculty
Graduate Theological Union (GTU)

Berkeley, California, and
Editor of the Journal of Dharma Studies



Prologue

I waS delighted when my friend Dr. Parveen Jain invited me to write a prologue 
to his very important and timely book, based on the teachings of Ācārya 
Sushil Kumar in English and making them available to a global audience. 
My own interest in Jainism, like my interest in Indian spiritual paths and 
philosophies in general, emerged early in life, the result of a convergence of 
an innate interest in the “big questions” of human existence, and a series of 
tragedies that befell my family in my childhood. Concepts such as karma and 
rebirth have always made a great deal of sense to me, evoking in me a desire 
to understand the cultures and traditions in which these concepts emerged. 
Similarly, non-violence has always seemed to me, intuitively, to be preferable 
to violence, and long ago I began to feel that we live in a society and in a world 
where cruelty is all too common, and that there must be a better way to live.

One idea, in particular, that I have long found to be compelling, is captured 
in Sri Ramakrishna’s teaching, yato mat, tato path: The world’s religions are 
so many paths to the highest realization. When, early in my graduate studies, 
I came upon the Jain teachings of Anekāntavāda, Nayavāda, and Syādvāda, 
I was immediately drawn in by the vision of a logical system for articulating 
how it is that diverse systems of thought, each making claims that appear, 
on the surface, to contradict one another, could actually exhibit a deeper 
harmony, when properly contextualized and viewed in a non-absolutist light. 
I dedicated my doctoral studies to elucidating this profound Jain wisdom and 
showing its relevance to contemporary conversations around truth and the 
diversity of worldviews. This eventually led to a deeper study of Jainism as 
a whole, and to my authoring a textbook, Jainism: An Introduction, which 
gives a broad overview of this ancient tradition.

Dr. Parveen Jain has done a great service to the Jain tradition, as well as to 
humanity as a whole, by making the teachings of his revered Gurujī available 
to the English-speaking world. Our world is very much in need of Jain wisdom. 
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While the Jain teachings of ahiṁsā, anekānta, and aparigraha have always 
been deeply relevant to human existence, there is a particular urgency today in 
getting these teachings to the wider world. Our environmental crisis, brought 
on by heedless consumption of the earth’s resources, and facilitated by our 
greed, and by our lack of regard for life forms other than ourselves, as well 
as our political crisis, in which there is an ever-growing lack of respect for 
the other – whether that be another nation, another ethnic group, another 
religion, or another party – make the Jain message an especially important 
and timely one.

Ācārya Sushil Kumar had the foresight to perceive the crisis into which 
humanity was, even in his time, plunging headlong, and in which we find 
ourselves today. He knew that something radical was needed in order to 
address our current situation. Rather than abiding by the traditional Jain 
strictures forbidding a monk from traveling abroad – rooted though these 
are in the wisdom of non-violence towards all living things – he brought the 
wisdom of his tradition to a – for him – foreign shore and established the 
āśrama at Siddhachalam, providing a beacon in North America for those 
who would be drawn to the Jain path. Dr. Parveen Jain, having written this 
volume, is carrying forward his guru’s vision and spreading knowledge of 
Jain thought to an audience that might not otherwise become aware of its 
profundity and its importance.

I have myself had the privilege of staying and speaking at Siddhachalam 
several times. Gurujī’s spirit of ahiṁsā – of complete non-violence – pervades 
this place. During my first visit, my wife and I got up one morning and left 
the guesthouse where we were staying to walk to the main building where a 
conference was being held, and where I was to present a lecture. When we 
left the guesthouse, on the front sidewalk there was a small bird, looking up 
at us and showing absolutely no fear whatsoever. We thought at first that he 
must be injured, because he did not fly away as we walked towards him to 
make our way to the main building. We looked at him closely, and he looked 
up at us, and then, eventually, flew away. His odd behavior was not due to 
any injury. He was simply completely unafraid of human beings. It was as 
if he knew that he was in a place of non-violence, where no harm would 
come to him. On subsequent visits, we observed similar behavior by deer 
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and other wild animals. Siddhachalam, due to the ācārya’s influence, has 
become a microcosm of what our entire world could be, if only we would 
all follow the path of ahiṁsā, anekāntavāda, and aparigraha (non-violence, 
non-absolutism, and non-attachment).

This book is a comprehensive overview of Jain philosophy and it makes 
the subtlest and most difficult Jain concepts understandable to the average 
educated reader. I believe this book will become important both for scholars 
of Jain and Indian philosophy as a whole, and for laypersons wishing to better 
understand these teachings. Thank you, Dr. Parveen Jain!

 Dr. Jeffery D. Long
 Professor of Religion and Asian Studies

Elizabethtown College

           
 



Preface

Over the years, I have heard from many young Jains – especially those born 
outside of India – about the need for a book in English that provides an easy-
to-understand overview of the Jain doctrine. There are numerous books, 
commentaries, and interpretations on this subject in most major languages, 
so one may ask why such a need exists. In my view, there are three important 
elements that need attention to speak to the modern audience. First, the 
discourse should have a Western context which resonates with global readers. 
Second, the content should focus on the philosophy of the Jain tradition 
without emphasizing sectarian or ritualistic practices. And third, the book 
should provide an overview rather than writings on specific research topics 
which appeal more to the academic community or advanced readers.

The above observations served as the key motivators for this project. 
Fortunately, there already exists a set of extraordinary writings and transcripts 
of discourses by Ācārya Sushil Kumar which eloquently describe the Jain 
philosophy. Ācārya Sushil Kumar (affectionately addressed as Gurujī by 
his followers) was a great Jain monk during the twentieth century. He was 
astoundingly knowledgeable and was unmatched as a Jain philosopher. With 
unwavering belief in the teachings of Lord Mahāvīra, Gurujī lived a truly 
fulfilling life of a Jain mendicant. His deep and unblemished understanding 
of the doctrine was instrumental in enabling him to succinctly discern and 
articulate the intricacies of Jain teachings in easy-to-follow terms. Gurujī 
was a tremendous orator who captivated large audiences in his frequent 
sermons. Using the same acumen, he explained the doctrine in his writings and 
discourses while staying on the philosophical plane, avoiding ritualistic and 
sectarian aspects. With all these inimitable attributes, I found Gurujī’s work 
to be a uniquely qualified source of learning for all those who are hungry to 
study a doctrine that is so important and critically relevant for humanity today. 



xxviii  | an introduction to Jain PhiloSoPhy

Most of Gurujī’s original works are in Hindi and to thoroughly and 
truthfully interpret them was a monumental task. I have earnestly tried to 
accurately and comprehensively present his elucidation of the Jain philosophy. 
Much of my understanding of the doctrine comes from listening to Gurujī’s 
discourses and studying the literature written by him, my own self-studies as 
a lifelong practitioner, and conversations with other Jain scholars. Although 
I was fortunate to spend a lot of time with Gurujī, only a small fraction of 
that was devoted to discussions on Jain philosophy. However, contact with 
exalted individuals like him can be edifying and transformative in very subtle 
ways just by being in their proximity and observing them.

I consider myself a common Jain householder and have endeavored 
to use that as a strength in this undertaking. It has enabled me to describe 
Jain Dharma in a language which is not overly academic yet is an accurate 
representation of Gurujī’s work. This book, purposed to serve as a source for 
an overview of Jain doctrine for both academic and non-academic readers, 
is intended to generate spiritual curiosity and become a stimulant for deeper 
studies and research of the Jain doctrine, tradition, and the Jain way of life.

This project commenced more than twenty years after Gurujī left his body. 
Thus, a lot of diligence was needed to understand and convey his thoughts as 
expressed in his work. To this end, I have herein supplemented his work with 
my recollections of private conversations with him, his public discourses, and 
my conversations with other scholars. The strength of the resulting work does 
not speak to my spiritual or writing abilities but to Gurujī’s extraordinary 
ability to explain the highly intricate subject in simple language. I hope to 
have accurately captured and presented his thoughts. My sincere apologies 
for any and all oversights because they are reflective of my shortcomings 
and are not of his doing.

Finally, Jain tradition provides a comprehensive rational road map for a 
righteous and structured lifestyle that is highly beneficial for humanity, both 
at individual and societal levels. The doctrine addresses the integrated and 
interdependent coexistence of all human and non-human living beings with 
the ecology and environment. Lord Mahāvīra framed and elucidated the 
Jain doctrine more than 2,500 years ago. Over the centuries, although some 
deviations have occurred in the way it is practiced, its fundamental tenets 
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have remained unchanged and are as applicable today as they were centuries 
ago, if not more so. This speaks to the strength and comprehensiveness of 
the Jain philosophy. This book is an attempt to introduce the Jain doctrine 
to those who desire greater awareness of this great tradition, and I hope to 
have succeeded in that endeavor.
Jai Jinendra!            
 Parveen Jain



Editor’s Note

the current editor has made an effort to convert and translate many of the 
technical terms employed in this book into Sanskrit. Generally, the original 
terms and content of this book were acquired by Dr. Parveen Jain from Hindi 
sources of Ācārya Sushil Kumar’s works. Dr. Jain has deftly translated the 
writings and discourses of Ācārya Sushil Kumar and, as needed, has applied 
his own knowledge of the Jain tradition.

It is not uncommon for technical terms that originate in a Jain text to be 
translated into their (approximate) Sanskrit equivalents in English works on 
Jain Dharma. This is done, in part, as a way to orient the material around a 
broader understanding of Indian thought for the benefit of English readers 
who tend to favor Sanskrit terms over other possible Indian linguistic 
sources. While most early Jain texts were written in a Prākr̥t language (such 
as Ardhamāgadhī, although there certainly are Sanskrit Jain works), and 
contemporary Jain thinkers often employ modern vernaculars (Hindi, etc.), 
it seems, to the current editor, that the best way to ground all of these linguist 
streams into a broader, (Indian) indigenous lexicon is to employ Sanskrit 
approximations of the terms that may originate from these other Indian 
languages (i.e., Hindi, Prākr̥t, etc.). 

This choice isn’t at all unconventional in terms of English works in the 
field of Jain Dharma. However, the reader who is familiar with such Sanskrit 
terms from the context of other dhārmic traditions (such as Buddhist and 
Hindu traditions) should employ caution since their use in the Jain context 
will no doubt have unique connotations that are befitting to the unique 
cosmology, philosophy, and other norms of the Jain tradition. A certain 
charitable semantic flexibility would be advised on the part of the reader 
– regarding both English and Sanskrit terms – so that connotations outside 
of the Jain tradition are not imported, thereby distorting the tradition. This 
will allow one to broaden one’s connotative association with these (English 
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and Sanskrit) words to include the unique worldview of Jain Dharma, and 
thereby broaden the reader’s worldview in general. Such flexibility will go 
far to ensure that as little as is possible is “lost in translation,” and that this 
important and insightful tradition can be understood on its own terms. 

In short, regarding issues of language and otherwise, the reader is 
encouraged to listen carefully to what the tradition has to say about itself 
by allowing the reader’s own interpretive lenses to be clear and open to the 
message of Jain Dharma – a message that, among a plethora of other merits, 
has broad potential in terms of addressing many urgent problems facing the 
current era of humanity. 

 Cogen Bohanec
Editor

Graduate Theological Union
Berkeley, California
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For Jain practitioners and other spiritually inclined individuals, Parveen Jain has 
provided an encyclopedic storehouse of spiritual teachings. I would especially recommend 
this book to those individuals seeking to further their basic knowledge of Jainism, or to 
members of the Jain community who would like to know more about specific interpretations 
of Jain teachings according to the lineage of Ācārya Sushil Kumar. 

For scholars, this book provides a treasure chest of fresh data for understanding one particular 
way that Jainism, as a religious practice, has been translated into contemporary global society. 

Scholar-practitioners, as well as those who, at a minimum, are not necessarily Jains by birth 
but nevertheless continually seek to adopt the Jain way of life, An Introduction to Jain 
Philosophy provides inspiring Jain theological formulations we can turn to as we teach, and 
earnestly live, Jain principles. 

— Christopher Jain Miller, PhD, is a Professor and Vice President of Academic 
Affairs of Arihanta Academy. 

 

It is a rare quality for a book on a specific religious tradition to be simultaneously 
comprehensive in its scope and nuanced in delivering easy-to-apprehend profundity. This is a 
great achievement on the part of Dr. Jain, and an important contribution to the proliferation of 
this jewel amongst humanity’s aggregate wisdom. 

— from the foreword by Rita Sherma 

 

  



In the eminently readable summary of Jain thought and practice, Parveen captures the 
essentials: history, philosophy, and key terminology. The pursuit of nonviolence is the highest 
of human endeavors: this book explains why life must be protected, and illuminates the ways 
to accomplish this goal, individually and as a society. For a practicing Jain, this book [An 
Introduction to Jain Philosophy] provides foundational resources for inspiration. For someone 
new to the tradition, this book provides a highly useful overview. 

— Christopher Key Chapple, PhD, is Doshi Professor of Indic and Comparative 
Theology, and Director, Master of Arts in Yoga Studies, Loyola Marymount 
University, Los Angeles, California. 

 

Parveen Jain has done a great service to the Jain tradition, and to scholars and students 
of Jainism, by making the teachings of Ācārya Sushil Kumar, until now accessible mostly to 
Hindi-speakers, available to the English-speaking world. This book will no doubt serve as an 
important primary source for scholars for generations to come, as well as a most useful 
teaching tool for instructors who wish to incorporate a Jain voice into their curriculum. 

Jain’s An Introduction to Jain Philosophy], covers an enormous range of topics, giving the 
reader a thorough introduction to Jain thought from the perspective of a practitioner of this 
tradition. 

Jain Dharma [the source of An Introduction to Jain Philosophy] is a comprehensive overview 
of Jain philosophy and, with Parveen Jain’s translation, it makes the subtlest, most difficult 
Jain concepts understandable to the average educated reader. I believe this book will become 
important both for scholars of Jainism and Indian philosophy as a whole, and for laypersons 
wishing to better understand these teachings. 

— Jeffery D. Long, PhD, is Professor of Religious and Asian Studies, Elizabethtown 
College, Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania. 

 

  



Parveen Jain's An Introduction to Jain Philosophy is a magnificent accomplishment for 
Jain scholarship and those interested in learning about world religions. In a careful and 
accessible manner, he introduces the core ideas of the Jain Dharma: from ethics and salvation, 
through epistemology and philosophy of language, to metaphysics. It is both historical and 
topically comprehensive across the main doctrines of Jain philosophy, such as ahimṣā, 
anekāntavāda, nayavāda, and syādvāda. But, importantly, it also discusses Jain psychology 
and Jain Yoga, two areas that are often not discussed in introductions, which desperately need 
much more attention. Finally, it includes a summary of Jain Mantras for those that wish to 
practice. I found the book a pleasure to read both for the fluidity of Parveen's writing as well 
as the insights the book brings out. I would recommend the book as an introduction to Jain 
Dharma and think it is suitable as a book, alongside primary texts, for teaching introductory 
courses on Jainism. 

— Anand Jayprakash Vaidya, PhD, is Professor of Philosophy, San Jose State 
University, San Jose, California 

 

My overall impression is that you [Parveen Jain] have written a very valuable book.  You 
strive everywhere to be precise and succinct, focusing on what will be of universal interest for 
both Jains and non-Jains.  …  Particularly noteworthy is your clarity; no specialist knowledge is 
necessary for understanding what you've written.  This is a difficult achievement. 

This book has a lot to say to the situation today prevailing throughout much of the world in our 
internet age, where we are saturated by a great deal of information that is unaccompanied by 
very much true wisdom. 

An Introduction to Jain Philosophy is a splendid achievement, thorough, carefully researched, 
and well-written. Congratulations! 

— David Pinault, PhD, is Professor of Religious Studies, Santa Clara University, Santa 
Clara, California. 

 

  



Parveen Jain, as a seeker and writer, has presented Lord Mahāvira’s philosophy to the core in his 
book, An Introduction to Jain Philosophy. It reflects Parveen Jain’s dedication to the revered 
guru, Ācārya Sushil Kumar, and his personal spiritual journey. This clear and thorough 
compilation on Jain philosophy maintains the essence of its doctrines. It is a laudable effort, 
which shall prove as a gift for generations. Our wishes and blessings for continued progress on 
his spiritual journey. 

— Sadhvi Nidhi and Sadhvi Kripa, female monks belonging to the Jain Sharman 
Sangha of the Sthanakwasi Jain tradition in India. 

 

As I was started to read An Introduction to Jain Philosophy by Parveen Jain , I realized it 
contains essence of Jain Dharma. I read the whole book at the same time in one seating. 

Congratulations on publishing this beautiful book in English, also good for coming generations 
of Jains. 

— Nirmal Dosi, New Jersey, Renowned Jain Scholar and Practitioner 

 

I recently ordered An Introduction to Jain Philosophy by Parveen Jain. Love the cover 
design. This book is a magnificent source of knowledge to learn the fundamentals of the Jain 
philosophy. The author Parveen Jain does an excellent job in documenting the historical 
background of this rich religion and unique characteristics of the Jain Dharma. I like the way the 
author made it easy to read and understand the highly developed doctrines & teachings of 
Jainism. This is an excellent textbook and orderliness of the book conforms to high academic 
standards. Overall this book excels as a valuable resource for an understanding of the Jain 
philosophy and its relevance in the contemporary context. As someone who grew up in the US 
and a parent of two adult kids, this is a keeper for the personal library and makes a great gift for 
anyone who wants to learn more about Jainism. Highly recommend it! 

— Binny Nanavati, Diversity & Inclusion Leader, Coach, Public Speaker & Consultant, 
and former Director of Global Diversity & Inclusion, Dell 

 

  



Parveen Jain’s painstaking work in An Introduction to Jain Philosophy is not a direct 
translation of Jain Dharma [written by Ācārya Sushil Kumar in 1958]; it uses Jain Dharma as its 
base, supplemented with his understanding gained from the study of other writings and 
discourses of Ācārya Sushil Kumar. Yet for one seeking to find Jain Dharma in English, this 
book from Parveen Jain will be gift of immense value. An Introduction to Jain Philosophy retains 
the master’s non-sectarian, enlightened, and empowering outlook – something as much required 
now as it was sixty years ago. 

— Jaipat Singh Jain, Honorary Trustee, Siddhachalam 

 

An Introduction to Jain Philosophy by Parveen Jain encapsulates the essence of Jain 
practices and philosophy in a succinct and pragmatic way. It is truly a gift for a non-Jain to get a 
good grasp on the Jain teachings, what makes the philosophy so unique, and what distinguishes 
the Jains from the others. No conversion, just follow the principles and you are a Jain in 
spirit. Kudos to Parveen, especially being a layperson, for bringing out this scholarly compilation 
— a must for every young Jain, and all those who are seekers of the Jina.  

— Bawa Jain, President, Center for Responsible Leadership 

 

 As a person who got to know the Jains after my marriage, An Introduction to Jain 
Philosophy by Parveen Jain — a comprehensive work — has helped me systematically 
understand the profound wisdom behind the simple but elegant Jain way of life. This book is a 
great gift for anyone wishing to understand this ancient philosophy, and it inspires the 
transformation that is sorely needed in this increasingly conflict-ridden modern world. 

— Hana Totary, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Molecular Pharmacology & 
Physiology, Morsani College of Medicine, University of South Florida  

 

   



An Introduction to Jain Philosophy by Parveen Jain explains various doctrines of Jain 
philosophy in very lucid way. It was an eye opener for me as I gained deeper understanding and 
contemporary interpretations of important tenets such as salvation, karma, tyaga, and dharma. 
The book reveals the relevance of Jain teachings to the modern world, and an understanding of 
our unified co-existence in and our relationship with the universe. It provides a relatively easy 
and systematic understanding of various doctrines; their rationalities, spiritual revelations and 
beliefs embedded in the Jain teachings. Jains are small in number but an influential immigrant 
community in all parts of the world. It is important, more than ever before, to effectively 
proliferate the Jain teachings as the world truly needs it now, and this book by Parveen Jain is a 
solid step in that direction. I endorse this scholarly work and believe it should be on every 
bookshelf. 

— Biren Shah, Global Head of Technical Accounting and Reporting at Meltwater, and 
President of Jain center of Northern California 

 

There's a saying, "To do something insanely great is in all of us." My friend, Dr. 
P.K.Jain, has done just that and it's up to us to give the book wide publicity so that it becomes a 
best seller in its class:-) Parveen has indeed written a classic! 

— Chandan Sen, Raleigh, NC 

 

 

 

 

 



Parveen Jain, PhD, is a prolific entrepreneur 
who has founded and led multiple technology 
companies in the Silicon Valley. He has ten 
technology patents, has contributed to over fifty 
technical publications, and has been recognized 
with multiple awards for his philanthropic and 
professional work.  

For over thirty years, Dr. Jain has been a leader 
in the vibrant Jain and Hindu communities of the 
San Francisco Bay Area. He is an ordained 
sravaka (householder) disciple of Acarya Sushil 
Kumar (Guruji), the source of his religious and 
spiritual education and the motivation for Dr. 
Jain's erudition in the Jain tradition. Dr. Jain is 
deeply involved in the growth of Siddhachalam, 
the first Jain tfrtha (a pilgrimage, and the abode 
of enlightened spirituality) outside of India, and 
he considers that, along with leading the effort 
to build a Jain temple in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, to be his foremost accomplishment. 
Inspired by Guruji, he is passionate about 
applying Jain principles and scriptures to 
everyday practice for the growing global Jain 
community and beyond, for current and future 
generations. 
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